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bliss for the soul. The attention to the soul’s ontological grade at this level and its
unique achievement, i1.e. knowledge of God and self-knowledge, reveals the place of

bliss and its effects on the soul.

Key Terms

bliss pleasure
happiness love
intelligible Mulla Sadra

@ Kheradname-ye Sadra/Vol. 25, No.3; Issue 99/ Sipring 2020



Semantics of Bliss in Mulla Sadra’s View

Maryam Fakhroddini,! Jafar Shanazari? and Mahdi Emami Jomeh’

In Mulla Sadra’s works, bliss (bahjat) is introduced as one of the effects of
existence and, similar to other ontological elements, no quiddative definition could
be provided for it. Hence, through an assessment of bliss in a semantic network
consisting of “pleasure”, “happiness”, and “love”, it has been tried to develop a
more accurate knowledge of their ontological meanings and referents. Accordingly,
the authors argue that the ontological level of bliss is higher than pleasure and
enjoys both generality and particularity relations. On the other hand, happiness
means attaining an immaterial and independent existence or the same transcendental
existence. Bliss means the soul’s awareness of the realization of such a transcendent
level. Thus bliss and happiness are the effects of attaining the highest levels of
existence and, in terms of reference, there is an absolute generality and particularity
relationship between them. Love and bliss are both the effects of the realization of
the perfection of the soul as well and, when it comes to their meanings and referents,
they bear an equality relationship to each other. Therefore, it can be said that in
Mulla Sadra’s ontological system, the elements of bliss, pleasure, love, and
happiness are tightly intertwined and related to each other so that the realization of
each paves the context for the soul’s access to the other effects and good deeds of
existence. Among them, bliss, as the main feature of such ontological benefits, plays
an undeniably significant role. After clarifying the similarities and differences
among them, the authors identify the affirmative and positive elements of bliss and,
hence, conclude that bliss can be considered to be the contemplation of the most
supreme ontological perfections of the soul which are realized through attaining the
level of immaterial, independent existence and a transcendent configuration.
Reaching such a level is possible for the soul through the knowledge of God as the

cause granting life and self-knowledge to human beings. This results in massive

1. PhD candidate of Transcendent Philosophy, University of Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran,
mtaha_anj@yahoo.com

2. Associate Professor (corresponding author), Islamic Philosophy and Kalam, University of Isfahan
Isfahan, Iran, shanazari.j@gmail.com

3. Associate Professor, Islamic Philosophy and Kalam Department, University of Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran,
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interactions among them. In this regard, reference can be made to strengthening the

rational faculty, thought control, and temperamental balance.

Key Terms

interaction of faculties perceptive faculties
revelation dream

magic Ibn Stna

Mulla Sadra
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A Study of the Role of Perceptive Faculties and
their Interactions in the Realization of Dreams,

Revelation, and Magic
(A Comparison of the Views of Ibn Sina and

Mulla Sadra)”
Abdulreza Kushki ! and Forough al-Sadat Rahimpour’

The human soul possesses certain astonishing capabilities, a number of which
appear in certain domains beyond the level of common activities. Dreams,
revelation, and magic are among such capabilities. This study aims to examine and
compare the views of Ibn Sina and Mulla Sadra regarding the interactions among
perceptive faculties in the realization of these three phenomena. In the eyes of these
two philosophers, the outward, inward, and rational faculties interact with each other
in order for dreams to be realized. When it comes to revelation, external faculties
play no role and, with respect to magic, all perceptive faculties interact to contribute
to its realization. Based on his own specific principles, in addition to the effect of
the active intellect and heavenly souls, Mulla Sadra also believes in the impact of
the disjunctive world of Ideas on perceptive faculties. Moreover, Ibn Sina’s lack of
commitment to the concomitants of the discussion of the trans-substantial motion
has resulted in his presentation of a different explanation for the relationship
between the soul and body. In spite of such differences, the views of both
philosophers with regard to the quality of the interactions of faculties in multiple
cases are, to some extent, close to each other, which could be rooted in their
attention to religious texts. Finally, the authors acknowledge that, given the
discussions propounded by Ibn Sina and Mulla Sadra, one can derive certain

strategies in order to improve the functions of perceptive faculties and the

* This paper has been derived from the PhD Dissertation of the first author

1. PhD candidate of the Transcendent Philosophy, University of Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran
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Problem of Gender in Mulla Sadra’s

Epistemological Approach

Mahnaz Mozafari far,' Alireza Hassan pour,’and Maijd Ziaei Ghahnavieh’

The problem of gender has not been explicitly discussed in Islamic philosophy,
in general, and in Transcendent Philosophy, in particular. However, through
examining the principles of Islamic Philosophy and the work of philosophers, one
can learn about their views and different interpretations of this problem. This paper
is intended to reveal the relationship between the intellect and gender based on
Sadrian philosophy and explain whether men and women share the same or different
levels of intellectual perception. According to Mulla Sadra, the most fundamental
characteristic of human beings is rationality, particularly theoretical intellect, and
men and women are the same in terms of their faculty of intellection. In other words,
there 1s essentially and naturally no difference between them regarding their
intellect. Mulla Sadra stipulates that reaching the level of intellection — putting the
intellect into practice — is an acquisitional affair, and the difference observed
between men and women and even among men or women themselves in the process
of knowledge acquisition is accidental and the outcome of contextual factors. Mulla
Sadra has demonstrated this problem in the classification of the intellect and the
stages of intellection — from intellectus materialis (material intelligence) to

intellectus acquisitus (acquired reason).

Key Terms

gender epistemology
rationality levels of intellection
process of knowledge acquisition Sadrian philosophy
Mulla Sadra

1. PhD Islamic Philosophy and Kalam, Ilam University, Ilam, Iran, mozafari2277@yahoo.com

2. Assistant Professor (corresponding author), Islamic Philosophy and Kalam, Ilam University, Ilam, Iran,
a.hasanpour@ilam.ac.ir

3. Assistant Professor, Islamic Philosophy and Kalam, [lam University, Ilam, Iran, m.ziaei@ilam.ac.ir

Kheradname-ye Sadra/Vol. 25, No.3; Issue 99/ Sipring 2020



The Fall: A Ladder to the Infinity of Ascent
(The Fall in the Transcendent Philosophy)®

Raziyeh Nikj,'Saeid Rahimian,’and Abdulali Shokr’

There are a variety of interpretations and esoteric commentaries written to
commend and condemn Adam’s fall. However, it is necessary to discuss and investigate
which interpretation is more compatible with his station of prophethood and
vicegerency and is more accurate and well-founded. In this paper, the writers argue that,
among the several existing interpretations, those which support and commend his fall
are more defensible than those criticizing it. Moreover, they try to provide an answer to
the question of whether one can consider a necessity aspect for the fall. In the view of
the people of knowledge, particularly Mulla Sadra, several gifts and blessings were
realized due to Adam’s fall, including the emergence of multiple hidden borderlines in
the natural world; land development; population increase; Man’s perfection in the light
of love, gnosis, and act until attaining the unique station of divine vicegerency, and,
particularly, the end of the world of being; the rise of the perfect Muhammedan man,
the end of all prophets and the People of his House, in the form of human beings; etc.
Therefore, Adam’s fall was not only a praiseworthy phenomenon but also a necessary
act which must have been necessarily realized relying on God’s pre-eternal and creative
will so that it could serve human beings as a ladder to take them from the nadir of
descent to the infinity of ascent.

Key Terms

the fall first sin
divine vicegerency love
Transcendent Philosophy Mulla Sadra
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are capable of demonstrating imaginal immateriality and, accordingly, as Mulla Sadra
indicates, the subsistence of all human souls is possible in the light of demonstrating the
imaginal immateriality of the soul. This has been clearly explained based on Sadrian
principles; nevertheless, before Mulla Sadra and in Muhaqqiq TaisT’s studies, imaginal
immateriality can only be witnesses in those souls which have reached the level of
rational immateriality. This argument cannot solve the problem of the subsistence of all
human souls.

Key Terms

rational immateriality subsistence of the soul
faculty of imagination Muhaqqiq Tast

Mulla Sadra
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A Comparative Study of the Proofs of the
Immateriality of the Soul in Demonstrating

Imaginal Immateriality in the Views of

Muhaqqiq TisT and Mulla Sadra”

Ahmad Abedi Arani,! Reza Karimi Vala,? and Mohsen Pirhad?®

One of the main proofs demonstrating the subsistence of the soul is the
immateriality of the soul. However, solving the dilemma of the subsistence of all human
souls depends on the analysis of the quality of the immateriality of the soul and
demonstrating imaginal immateriality. Muhaqqiq TusT has tried to prove the
immateriality of the soul and has essentially propounded immateriality as an argument
for demonstrating the subsistence of the soul. Although he has not referred to the
demonstration of imaginal immateriality, some of the proofs he presents have the
potential to be used in proving this kind of immateriality. On the other hand, he believes
that the souls which have reached the level of rational immateriality also enjoy imaginal
immateriality. Mulla Sadra has also demonstrated the rational and imaginal types of
immateriality in order to solve the problem of the subsistence of all souls and, basically,
his attempts at demonstrating imaginal immateriality were at the service of
demonstrating the subsistence of all souls. Some of Mulla Sadra’s proofs are similar to
those of Muhaqqiq Tust. Mulla Sadra believes that the application of some of these
arguments to imaginal immateriality is perfect and, in addition to them, he also provides
some independent reasons in order to demonstrate the rational and imaginal types of
immateriality. Hence, through proving that the faculty of imagination is one of the
levels of the soul and an immaterial thing by itself, he has managed to reason for the
subsistence of the souls which have not moved forward from the level of imaginal
immateriality. Here, the authors state that the arguments propounded by Muhaqqiq TasT
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Sense Perception in Aristotle and Mulla Sadra

Muhammad Husein MoRfitar’

The Problem of perception has always been an important philosophical issue since
ancient times. Ancient Greek philosophers, particularly Plato and Aristotle, extensively
discussed the tools and conditions of perception. Aristotle, for example, explained the
external and internal perception of the soul in his two treatises of On the Soul and On
Sense and Sensibilia. Among the perceptive faculties of human beings and animals,
sense perception holds a particular station. This is because one’s first encounter with the
external world happens through this faculty. In order to clarify sense perception, he
refers to and discusses the external faculties of the soul (touch, sight, taste, hearing, and
smell) and the informative data they provide. He believes that sense perception must be
intertwined with the intellect in order to result in knowledge. Muslim philosophers have
also discussed sense perception and most of their views are similar to those of Aristotle.
Through propounding the soul’s creation of forms, Mulla Sadra distanced himself from
Aristotle and managed to introduce a new theory in philosophical psychology. In this
paper, the author examines and compares Aristotle’s and Mulla Sadra’s approaches to
the problem of sense perception. In doing so, he firstly defines the soul and its faculties
and, then, investigates external faculties in the views of both philosophers. Finally, he
deals with the important discussion of the epistemological aspect of sense perception.

Key Terms

sense perception intellect

soul external faculties
knowledge provision Aristotle
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The Role of Mulla Sadra’s Philosophical Thought

in Understanding Religious Texts

Seyyed Hossein Azimidokht

This study aims to explore Mulla Sadra’s philosophical thoughts, portray the
salient features of his philosophy, and demonstrate the influence of philosophical
thought on his understanding and interpretation of religious texts. Using a descriptive-
analytic method, the author describes some of the elements of Mulla Sadra’s philosophy
in the fields of theology, cosmology, and anthropology and, in this way, tries to explain
his hermeneutic principles in the perception of religious texts. Next, he presents some of
his interpretations of such texts in order to reveal the influence of Sadrian philosophical
trend and hermeneutic principles in understanding religious texts. Given his prominent
role in the development of S$#77 philosophy and wisdom, it seems necessary to
deliberate over his philosophical theories and works and examine his methods and
principles of interpretation in the field of Sadrian studies. The findings of this study
indicate that Mulla Sadra’s philosophical thought, in general, and his philosophical
views, in particular, as well as his hermeneutic principles, which originate in the
Transcendent Philosophy, and utilizing certain concepts in explaining philosophical
problems distinguish him from other thinkers in the presentation and analysis of
religious categories. Finally, the author concludes that benefitting from philosophical
and metaphysical categories and theories, while being harmful in certain respects, could
result in having a different understanding of religious texts.

Key Terms

philosophical thought interpretation of religious texts
understanding religion philosophical interpretation
Mulla Sadra
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Introduction

The Sadra Islamic Philosophy Research Institute (SIPRIn) presently publishes three specialized
journals. The journals only publish manuscripts in Persian; however, each issue also includes the
English translations of the abstracts of the published papers. Submission of an article to any of the
journals indicates full agreement with the publication conditions of the Institute and granting
SIPRIn the sole and exclusive right and license to publish and republish the accepted papers. The
submission of a manuscript is no guarantee for its publication, and the Institute is free to accept,
reject, and edit the paper. Received articles will not be returned to the authors, and the rejected,
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Peer Review Process
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1) Verification of the originality of submitted articles with duplication-checking and anti-
plagiarism software

2) Manuscript evaluation by the editor

3) Review by two independent experts

4) Decision-making by the editorial board and editor

Any manuscript which does not meet the standards of the host journal at any stage will leave
the review process at the recommendation of the editor of the journal. Authors are required to
acknowledge in writing that they have observed all legal and ethical principles in the writing and
publication of their manuscripts. It is emphasized that the manuscripts which have not been
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4. The editor should choose qualified reviewers based on their field of expertise and academic
experience. At the same time, the editor should carefully supervise the reviewers’ job and
prevent the occurrence of partial, baseless, or humiliating judgments and reviews,

5. The editor is responsible to inform the authors about the acceptance or rejection of their
papers in a timely fashion.

6. The editor and the members of the editorial board cannot show, disclose or discuss the
manuscript with others or use them for personal advantage prior to the publication of the
paper.

7. The editor and the editorial board should not consider manuscripts in which they have
conflicts of interest resulting from competitive, collaborative, or other relationships or
connections with any of the authors, companies, or institutions connected with the paper.

8. The editor and editorial board members should not expect any kind of favor or flexibility in
the publication of their own papers in the journal.

9. The editor will take responsive measures when ethical concerns are raised with regard to a
submitted manuscript or published paper. Every act of unethical publishing behavior will be
investigated, even if it is detected years after publication. If, on investigation, the ethical
concern or authorship misconduct is well-founded, a correction, retraction, expression of
concern or other note will be published in the journal and the indexing organizations and
other related parties will be informed in an explicit, clear, and timely fashion.

10. The editor is responsible to supervise the whole processes of the edition and publication of
the papers. In case any error or careless handling of the assigned tasks is observed on the part
of the editorial board members, reviewers, and other journal staff, the editor should
immediately issue on erratum or corrigendum in the journal and provide the required
information as accurately and clearly as possible.
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authors, readers, and reviewers of the journal to optimize and modernize the publication
policies, face validity, and content quality of the journal.
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Translators

1. Administrative managers are responsible to develop a comprehensive data bank regarding the
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While wishing well for all the addressees of this ethical guide, I recommend all of them not to forget
God as the Supervisor of all their endeavors and provide their services to the world of knowledge and
science solely for His satisfaction. May He reward them both in this world and in the other world.
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C. Referee Responsibilities

1. To inform the journal’s office immediately after receiving a paper for the review process
about accepting the review offer or rejecting it due to their unfamiliarity with the paper’s
subject area, their involvement in the publication of the paper or their personal relationships
with the author/s.

2. To study and analyze the papers accurately in terms of content and format and announce their
strengths and weaknesses in an explicit but constructive manner.

3. To judge the manuscripts objectively based on scientific proofs and sufficient reasoning and
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religious, etc. prejudice in their judgment.
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except where specific scientific advice may be sought. Reviewers are also obliged to ensure
that all unpublished data, information, interpretation, and discussion in a submitted paper
remain confidential. They cannot talk about them to anyone prior to the publication of the
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publication of the articles, reviewer cannot disclose any details other than those in the
published paper.

9. Reviews should be conducted objectively. Personal criticism of the author is mappropriate.
Reviewers should express their views clearly with supporting arguments and avoid mixing
the review process with the criticism of the content.

10. Reviewers cannot assign another individual to evaluate the paper. In case of seeking minor
assistance from another person, they should inform the journal’s editorial office of the exact
personal data of the contributor.

11. A Reviewer should never communicate directly with the author of the paper under the
review process. Any contact with the author/s will be made through the journal’s editorial
office.

12. The anonymity of reviewers is strictly preserved from the authors, unless a reviewer
voluntarily signs their comments to authors.

13. In case a reviewer is unable to complete their report on a paper, they should inform the
editorial office as soon as possible so that the reviewing process is not delayed.

D. Editor and Editorial Board Responsibilities
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experienced experts and authorities of related fields, and they should perform the assigned
responsibilities while observing the principles of truth-seeking, justice, objectivity,
professional ethics, and others rights. They should also be ready to respond to any potential
questions and ambiguities.
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B. Author Responsibilities and Obligations

1. The submitted paper should be related to the main theme of each journal and has been written
and formatted in accordance to the journal’s standards.

2. The submitted paper should report on a study conducted based on an original and well-
established research method. It should include a theory, follow a critical approach, provide a
comparative analysis or a new interpretation of related issues, enjoy logical coherence, and
observe the APA principles in format.

3. The paper should be the outcome of a study carried out by the author/s. Extreme care must be
exercised in the correct reporting of the data, the obtained results, and the drawn conclusions
and citing the used references.

4. Authors are solely responsible for the originality and authenticity of the content of their
papers.

5. Copyright materials can only be published with the written and signed consent of their
original owners.

6. Submission of an article implies that it has not been published previously (in part or whole),
and that it is not under consideration for publication elsewhere.

7. Submission of a paper which is the modified version of previous published materials by
the author will be considered as an instance of self-plagiarism, which is not approved by
SIPRIn.

8. In case a paper is multiple-authored, all authors are required to acknowledge their written
consent as to the publication of the paper. All the authors are responsible for the content of
the paper. If the paper has been derived from a thesis, dissertation, or research project, it
should be acknowledged in a footnote on the first page of the paper.

. Authors are asked to provide contact details and academic affiliations for all co-authors and
clearly identify who the corresponding author will be.

10. Authors are encouraged to include a declaration of any conflicting interests.

11. The submission of a paper implies that the author has obtained the consent of all parties who

have made a substantial contribution of any kind to the article.

12. In case authors observe any kind of error in their papers, they are required to inform the
journal at most one month after its publication so that the journal can publish an erratum or
corrigendum.

13. Authors are advised to keep a copy of their submitted papers and the related raw data for one
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year after its publication in their journal of interest in order to be able to respond to the
readers’ potential questions and criticisms.

14. Authors are obliged to observe all the principles of research and publication ethics. If at any
stage of the review process, the reviewers observe any case of deviation from such
principles, as given below, the paper will be removed from the review process.

- Plagiarism: The deliberate or undeliberate wrongful appropriation and stealing and
publication of another person’s language, original thoughts and ideas, or
expressions and passing them off as one’s own.

- Ghostwriting: Employing someone else to do the research and write the paper.

- Data Fabrication: Reporting and presentation of unreal data and fabricated
conclusions as personal findings.

- Data distortion: Manipulating the research data collection instruments and tools and
the research process and changing or omitting certain data so that the results of the
research are rendered unreal.

- Misrepresentation of involvement: Inappropriate claims to authorship and/or
attribution of work where there has been no significant contribution or the denial of
authorship when an author has made a significant contribution.
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Publication Ethics of the
Sadra Islamic Philosophy Research Institute

The following details the rules and principles that govern all scientific, research, and publication
activities and responsibilities in the Sadra Islamic Philosophy Research Institute (SIPRIn) in order to
prevent the occurrence of any kind of intentional or unintentional academic misconduct. The Institute is
committed to upholding the integrity of the work it publishes and believes that the value of academic
publishing relies on everyone involved behaving ethically. This ethical guide has been developed based
on a number of higher order scientific documents, such as the sanctioned laws and regulations of the
Ministry of Science, Research, and Technology and the Iranian Commission for Evaluation of
Scientific Journals, the rules and administrative experiences of SIPRIn and, particularly, Qur’anic and
Islamic theorems and teachings. The following points are only intended to give a broad overview of the
most important principles and are not exhaustive. Evidently, if a specific principle is not directly stated
in this guide, it does not mean that it should not be observed. In fact, the publication ethics of the
Institute will be continually updated in the light of new experiences and in case the necessity arises.

A) General Laws

1. All the parties involved in the publication process, including the scientific board members,
editors, directors, administrative experts, and authors are required to read the guide
thoroughly and observe all the laws. Any kind of cooperation with the journals published by
SIPRIn indicates the acceptance of all the regulations listed in this guide and the other legal,
academic, and administrative obligations recorded in related documents. In case any
individual violates the specified principles and responsibilities, SIPRIn will follow the
necessary legal and ethical procedures.

2. Authors are solely responsible for the content of their works. The publication of a paper in
SIPRIn’s journals is only intended for promotion of exchanges of ideas and providing an
optimal context for scientific innovation, and in no way does it indicate the confirmation of
its content by the journal in which it is published.

3. SIPRIn has full authority in accepting or rejecting the papers. The submission of a paper does
not necessarily mean that it will be published. Moreover, the journals hold the right to edit
the submitted papers.

4. SIPRIn holds the sole and exclusive copyright of the accepted papers either in their original
version or in their translated version.

5. The received papers will not be returned to the authors.

6. The Sadra Islamic Philosophy Institute will guarantee the protection of scientific findings of
the papers before their publication and the anonymity of the referees.

7. The review process consists of four stages, as follows:

a) The editor will examine the paper in terms of its necessary and preliminary
features and originality. The journal has a strict policy against plagiarism at
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